
RUISLIP,  NORTHWOOD AND 
EASTCOTE

Local History Society

From the Secretary: Susan Toms

19 November 2019

Dear Jhini Mukherjee,

I am writing to express the concerns of the Society about the proposed 
licence application for the Cow Byre Tea Rooms in Ruislip. 

The Tea Rooms are located on the Manor Farm site, which is one of the 
most important historical sites in the Borough. There are many nationally 
listed buildings on the site including the late 13th century Great Barn, the 
Library and the Manor Farm House, both of which date from the 16th 
century. The Cow Byre itself is not listed since it was rebuilt in 1980 after 
a fire. The whole site was extensively restored in 2007/2008 with 
Heritage Lottery money to ensure its survival for future generations. 

In our opinion granting a licence for theses premises would pave the way 
for anti-social behaviour and public noise nuisance which would disturb 
nearby residential properties. The site would become more vulnerable to 
vandalism especially as it is hidden away from the main road and  not 
overlooked by passing people. There are so many unique buildings on the 
site that should be protected and not put at risk by inappropriate use of 
some of them. Ruislip High Street is so close with a wide choice of 
licensed restaurants that there seems little need to duplicate a similar 
premises on a totally unsuitable site. 

The Society has no objection to the premises reopening as tearooms 
during the day as a way of encouraging more visitors especially families 
to the site. But we are opposed to this application which will be 
detrimental to such a major historical site. 

Yours sincerely,
Susan Toms

Appendix 2 - representation from Susan Toms on behalf of 
Rusilip, Northwood & Eastcote Local History Society
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